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Hexton Gallery is pleased to announce the first volume of its Local Artists Program Colorado
Collective. The initiative comprises approximately two editions per year, focused on bringing
national and international exposure to a select group of Colorado’s most talented artists. 

The program is focused on fostering artists’ development through critical dialogues, portfolio
reviews, artist interviews, studio visits, and curatorial projects. From a conceptual standpoint,
this ongoing exhibition series will deal with the intricacies of being an artist in Colorado, how the
landscape of the American West impacts the work, and the connection between our local
communities and their accessibility to exhibition opportunities. 

Tania Dibbs - We've Got To Pause - Oil on Canvas - 72" x 60       

Dick Carter - Venting I - Acrylic and Tape on Panel - 36" x 30"

T H E  S O L A C E  O F  O P E N  S PA C E S

The Solace of Open Spaces takes its title from Gretel Ehrlich’s seminal book on the Mountain
West, referencing both the physical and emotional qualities of life among the jagged landscapes
and endless wilderness of the region.  Ehrlich writes of the northern territory as “the doing of a
mad architect – tumbled and twisted, ribboned with faded, deathbed colors, thrust up and pulled
down as if the place had been startled out of a deep sleep and thrown into pure light.”

The two artists exhibited in our debut collective, Tania Dibbs and Dick Carter, both take great
inspiration from the landscape around them. Each artist has lived and worked in Colorado’s
Roaring Fork Valley for over 30 years. Their deep exploration of the valley via painting and
drawing parallels that of Ehrlich’s sentiment, at once highlighting the physical and emotional
spirit of the region.   

In Dibbs’ work, we see highly rendered landscapes intersecting with organic grids which she
overlays upon the surface. These obstructions encourage us to look more closely and to feel the
landscapes hidden within, rather than just see them as static images. They are a call to arms in
many ways, to respect the open spaces so eloquently described in Erhlich’s text, to honor them
and to protect them at all costs. 

Tania Dibbs <tania@taniadibbs.com>
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Dick Carter approaches the landscape more physically, almost architecturally, in his crisp
renderings that appear at first glance to be simply abstract paintings. Digging deeper, one
understands the work to be about what nature has done to produce such majesty.  They touch
on the cycle of life as seen through these landscapes, the building up (orogeny), crumbling down
(erosion), and the forces that lie within the earth to project the land skyward from under its
surface (thrust). They are a more organized vision of what Ehrlich references in her passage
above, the “tumbled and twisted” as seen through the eyes of Carter.  

If Carter’s work delves into the formation of the Mountain West’s landscape over the entirety of
its development, then Dibbs’ work can be seen as a more focused view from today’s
perspective.  Her work shines a light on humanity’s interaction with these landscapes and how
our actions have enhanced or disrupted their continued development.

Tania Dibbs in her Basalt studio

About Tania Dibbs:

Tania Dibbs is a technically gifted and highly accomplished artist who explores the jagged
intersection between the natural world, humanity and culture through painting and sculpture. The
screens and overlays that she paints over her scenes both highlight and obscure the landscape
beneath, speaking to the beauty of nature as well as to the conflicting yet fantastic constructs of
man. Her work is diverse in style yet unified by its intent, passion, and devotion to exploration.
Her sculptural pieces combine symbols of wealth and culture with their opposites, highlighting a
bigger discussion about our fast-changing relationship with the planet and with nature in general.
This contemporary issue is indeed urgent and relevant.


Tania’s work can be found in collections around the US, Europe, and Australia. 

She received a Bachelors degree in Fine Art and Biology from the University of Virginia, and
furthered her art education at SACI Art Institute in Florence, Italy. Upon returning to the US,
Dibbs joined the Art Student’s League of New York and was awarded an Artist Fellowship at
Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass, CO.  She also received a Visual Artist Fellowship
award and was selected to participate in the Art in Public Places program by the Colorado
Council on the Arts. 


She participated in residency programs at the Arctic Circle Residency sailing around Svalbard
and at the Vermont Studio Center Residency in Johnson, VT.



Tania Dibbs

Detonation, 60" x 48",  Oil on Canvas, 2021

Dick Carter in his Basalt Studio

About Dick Carter:

Richard Carter was born and raised in New Jersey. He became enamored of painting by visiting
the New York City Museums with his older brother who was a graduate of the School of Visual
Arts. He started painting while at Villanova University, where he graduated in 1968.  He and his
wife Claudette moved to Aspen, Colorado in 1971 where he built a studio in an old barn in the
West End. He began working as painting assistant to Bauhaus master Herbert Bayer in 1972 and
spent the next six years working on Bayer’s projects including painting, printmaking, tapestry
design, architectural models, interior design and exhibition design. All the while he was working
on his own series of paintings and began having exhibits around the US. At around this time
Carter became involved in non-profit projects in Aspen. He was the primary founder and board
member of what is now the Aspen Art Museum. Stints on the boards of the Aspen Foundation for
the Arts, Aspen Community School, The Anderson Ranch, The ArtBase and currently The Arts
Campus at Willits have demonstrated his commitment to improving the cultural climate of the
community in the Roaring Fork Valley. He has also done occasional production design on film
projects around the world for the past three decades and, until recently, maintained a home and
studio in Santa Monica, California.

His paintings are in the collections of the major art museums in Colorado and corporate and
individual collections nationwide. He has had innumerable one-person and group exhibitions in
museums and galleries around the country and maintains a robust exhibition schedule. He
currently maintains a home and a separate studio on the river in Basalt, Colorado.

Dick Carter

Rift, 30" x 22" - Acrylic on Paper, 2021


Hot Spot Variation, 30" x 22" - Acrylic on Paper, 2021
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